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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


To  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Councillors  of  the  Beccles  Borough  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Borough  during  1970. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  was  8,280  which  is  an 
increase  of  130  over  that  for  the  previous  year  and  is  in  fact  the  highest 
recorded  in  the  history  of  the  Borough.  Births  numbered  113  and  deaths 

101,  the  natural  increase  in  the  population  therefore  being  12.  The 
presumption  is  that  the  other  118  were  newcomers  to  the  Borough,  attracted 
by  job  opportunities  or  its  desirability  as  a place  for  retirement.  This 
feature  of  the  annual  statistics  has  been  noted  before,  and  appears  to  be 
a continuing  trend. 

The  number  of  births  showed  no  significant  variation  from  recent 
years,  the  rate  of  14.7  per  thousand  of  population  being  lower  than  the 
national  average  of  16.0.  The  number  of  deaths  (101)  was  also  about 

average,  the  adjusted  death  rate  (IO.5)  also  being  lower  than  the  national 
average  of  11. 7. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  and  no  still  births.  One  child 
died  under  the  age  of  1 year,  the  cause  of  death  being  congenital 
abnormalities. 


Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  and  malignant  disease  were 
responsible  for  79  of  the  101  deaths.  Eighty-three  of  the  deaths  were 
of  persons  aged  over  65,  and  58  in  the  over  75  age  group. 


Apart  from  a small  outbreak  of  measles  during  the  period  June  to 
August,  there  was  little  infectious  disease,  the  progressive  decline  in  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  continued. 

The  Council  and  the  Community  of  Beccles  have  been  much  concerned 
about  the  welfare  of  the  elderly  in  recent  years.  The  Tan  House  Flats 
built  by  the  Council  were  opened  in  1970. 
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There  are  3^  centrally  heated  flats  connected  by  covered  passage  ways,  with 
well  equipped  laundry  and  furnished  accommodation  available  for  over-night 
visitors.  A Warden's  house  is  incorporated  and  there  are  two  lounges, 

pleasant  gardens  and  sheltered  balconies  where  residents  can  meet.  These 
flats  have  the  great  advantage  that  whilst  the  elderly  can  retain  their 
independence  and  keep  their  small  treasured  possessions,  company  and  help  are 
immediately  available  if  required. 

The  County  Council  sponsored  Home  Help  Service, and  Meals  on  Wheels 
and  other  services  organised  by  the  W.R.V.S. , offer  a helping  hand  and  almost 
as  important,  a friendly  contact  to  many  elderly  people.  Members  of  the 
Good  Neighbours' Committee  regularly  visit  about  50  housebound  people.  The 
Council  owned  Waveney  Centre  in  the  middle  of  Beccles  is  used  to  the  full 
every  day  of  the  week  and  most  evenings  by  retired  people.  Associations 
such  as  the  Edward  Evans  Clubs,  St.  Luke's  Senior  Citizens,  the  St.  Raphael 
Club  and  the  National  Federation  of  Old  Age  Pensioners  also  do  invaluable 
work  in  maintaining  the  health  and  morale  of  the  elderly. 

I feel  it  is  quite  appropriate  that  reference  should  be  made  to 
these  efforts  in  a report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough.  Health  in  the 
elderly  is  quite  as  much  a matter  of  the  mind  as  of  the  body,  as  indeed  it  is 
in  all  age  groups,  for  much  illness  has  its  origins  in  such  conditions  as 
boredom,  loneliness  and  the  feeling  of  being  unwanted  and  outside  the  mainstream 
of  life. 

Workers  in  these  official,  semi-official  and  voluntary  bodies  are 
therefore  valued  colleagues  of  those  of  us  whose  professional  concern  is  the 
public  health. 

I conclude  this  report  hy  again  expressing  my  gratitude  to  Mr. 

Cranmer  for  his  help  and  co-operation  with  my  duties  in  your  Borough,  and 
for  the  interest  you  have  shown  in  our  work  throughout  the  year. 

Your  obedient  servant , 

ARTHUR  C.  GEE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health* 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 2,107 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population (mid  1970)..  ..  8,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  3,023 

Rateable  Value  (December  1970)  £284,696 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (To  December  1970) £1,160 


Beccles 

England 

& 

Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number  

Rate  per  1,000  population  

113 

13.6 

784,482 

16.0 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  

6.1 

8.0 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Number  T 

Rate  per  1,000  of  total  live  and  still  births  

10,341 

13. 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1 vear) 

1 

14,269 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

j.  Total  infant  deaths  per  1 ,000  total  live  births  . . . 

i 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
’ births. 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  

9 

143 

18 

17 

26 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  4 weeks  oer 

i 1,000  total  live  births  .. 

• 

- 

12 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  live  births  .. 

- 

11 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 

births  

23 

[ MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

j 

! Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

— — L_ 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male 

Female 

— 

i 

TOTAL 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total  . 

62 

51 

113 

Legitimate  

59 

47 

106 

Illegitimate  

3 

4 

7 

STILL  BIRTHS 

m , 

Legitimate  . ...... 

- 

■ - 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

Total 

- 

1 

1 

Legitimate  . . 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 

Total . 

- 

Legitimate  . 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 

TotSlX  9 0000000000000000®0000©0000®*«*00©00000 

Legit  imat  e .......... ............  .......... 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate  . . . 

{ 

DEATHS  - ALL  AGES 

i 

48 

» 

[ 

53 

101 

RATES 

Beccles 

Erigland  & Wales  | 

i 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  

14.7 

16.0 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population.. 

12.2 

11.7 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  

10.5 

11.7 

Comparability  Factor  (Births) 

1 o08 

Comparability  Factor  (Deaths) 

.86 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Other  Infective  & parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

3 

- 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

- 

2 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

4 

2 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

2 

2 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

1 

3 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

- 

1 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

- 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

19 

11 

30 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

7 

8 

Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

- 

5 

5 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

3 

- 

3 

Peptic  Ulcer 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-ur inary  system 

1 

- 

1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-skeletal  system 

1 

- 

1 

Congenital  anomalies'. 

- 

1 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

48 

53 

101 

AGE  AT  DEATH 


Under 

4 

Weeks 

1 

4 weeks 
& under 
1 year 

Age  in  Years 

1 to 
4 • 

5 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

to 

3^ 

35 

to 

44 

45 

to 

5^ 

55 

to 

64 

65 

to 

74 

75 

and 

over 

TOTAL 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

13 

25 

58 

101 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  & BRONCHUS  DURING  THE  YEARS  1955-1970 


YEAR 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1,000 
POPULATION 

1955 

1 

1 

2 

0.28 

1956 

1 

- 

1 

0.13 

1957 

2 

1 

3 

0.43 

1958 

- 

- 

- 

Nil 

1959 

4 

- 

4 

0.57 

i960 

2 

1 

3 

0.43 

1961 

3 

- 

3 

0.40 

1962 

5 

- 

5 

0.68 

1963 

2 

- 

2 

0.27 

1964 

4 

- 

4 

0.53 

1965 

3 

1 

4 

0.52 

1966 

3 

- 

3 

0.38 

1967 

2 

1 

3 

0.38 

1968 

3 

2 

5 

O.63 

1969 

3 

- 

3 

O.36 

1970 

4 

2 

6 

0.72 

TOTAL 

42 

9 

51 

ADJUSTED  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATE;  COMPARABILITY  FACTOR 


Local  birth  rates  are  expressed  in  terms  of  population. 

These  populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  and  comprise 
persons  of  all  ages,  including  those  who  have  no  influence  on  the  birth 
rate.  These  latter  do,  however,  effect  the  birth  rate  in  that  a high  pro- 
portion of  them  in  a population  tends  to  lower,  and  a small  proportion 
tends  to  raise  the  true  rate<>  The  size  of  this  proportion  will  vary  in 
different  areas  and,  therefore,  the  elimination  or  standardization  of  such 
a factor  will  give  a truer  comparison  between  areas » 

The  Registrar-General  issues  a comparability  factor  on  these 
lines.  Multiplication  of  the  crude  birth  rate  of  an  area  by  the  compara- 
bility factor  gives  the  adjusted  birth  rate  and  can  be  compared  with  the 
crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales o 

The  comparability  factor  for  deaths  is  obtained  in  a similar  way 
to  the  above.  The  factors  for  certain  areas,  where  rapid  increase  or 
reduction  in  the  population  affects  its  comparison  by  sex  and  age  groups 
are  also  adjusted  on  that  account.  Death  rate  area  comparability  factors 
are  adjusted  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions 
in  each  area.  Birth  rate  comparability  factors  are  also  adjusted  to  take 
account  of  the  presence  of  sterile  populations  in  institutions  for  the 
mentally  ill  or  mentally  deficient. 


TABLE  SHOWING  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  NUMBERS  AND  PERCENTAGE 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

NO.  OF  E 

EATHS 

PERCEN 

TAGE 

1969 

1970 

1969 

1970 

Diseases  of  circulatory  system 

34 

56 

44.1 

55-5# 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system. 

1 

1.3 

Malignant  Diseases 

25 

23 

32.4 

22.8$ 

Pneumonia  & Bronchitis 

6 

8 

7°7 

7o9^ 

Influenza 

- 

4 

- 

3.9$ 

All  other  causes 

11 

10 

14.5 

9°9^ 

TOTAL 

77 

101 

O 

O 

0 

100 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


*- 

o 

— , 

o 

IA 

KN 

NO 

• 

O 

o 

• 

ON 

T” 

AJ 

a 

OO 

AJ 

r~ 

rA 

Q 

AJ 

ON 

Aj 

O 

r- 

T— 

OO 

rA 

ON 

O 

AJ 

OO 

0 

O 

o 

• 

IA 

Cv. 

-4 

vO 

LA 

ON 

AJ 

LA 

rA 

A 

ON 

ON 

x~~ 

ON 

AJ 

T" 

OO 

AJ 

i 

i 

oo 

o 

OO 

-4" 

O 

T- 

o 

0 

\s\ 

ON 

5 

VO 

ON 

-4- 

o 

• 

ON 

AJ 

ON 

( 

ON 

ON 

ON 

rA 

r~ 

r~ 

A- 

AJ 

I>- 

O 

O 

A 

VO 

r~ 

o 

o 

O 

o 

VO 

S 

VO 

LA 

r- 

O 

o 

o 

(\J 

1 

ON 

OO 

ON 

r- 

rA 

r~ 

i 

T— 

A- 

AJ 

rA 

VO 

o 

o 

o 

LP\ 

VO 

O 

O 

• 

o 

A 

VO 

IA 

AJ 

-4 

ON 

OJ 

ON 

A- 

OO 

r” 

r~ 

r” 

A- 

AJ 

r- 

i 

A 

O 

O 

A 

o 

• 

-4 

o 

rA 

• 

o 

OO 

1 

VO 

-3" 

AJ 

O 

-4 

ON 

ON 

ON 

r~ 

VO 

(A 

OO 

AJ 

<“ 

r“ 

i - 

1 

A 

rA 

o 

-4 

ON 

j 

O 

LA 

VO 

• 

r~ 

• 

o 

VO 

AJ 

O 

AJ 

vO 

r~ 

ON 

ON 

r" 

LA 

A- 

oo 

AJ 

r- 

r- 

rA 

S3 

rA 

rA 

AJ 

LA 

OO 

A 

O 

OO 

• 

o 

• 

AJ 

AJ 

VO 

-4" 

-4" 

-4" 

LA 

ON 

XT' 

NO 

ON 

-4“ 

O- 

A 

AJ 

O 

r~ 

r“ 

T- 

.-c: 

<\j 

o 

ON 

VO 

• 

rA 

o 

O- 

• 

■s 

°. 

VO 

o 

rA 

rA 

rA 

A 

AJ 

X~ 

-4 

ON 

-4 

C^ 

OJ 

r* 

r* 

x~ 

x— 

LA 

-4 

AJ 

r“ 

o 

o 

© 

c~ 

o 

• 

AJ 

A 

O 

VO 

rA 

ON 

LA 

AJ 

A 

ON 

A 

ON 

K'n 

O- 

VO 

AJ 

r- 

r* 

x~ 

r~ 

c~ 

AJ 

A 

lf\ 

O 

o 

A 

OO 

• 

o 

O 

AJ 

O 

vO 

-4 

rA 

oo 

-4 

AJ 

oo 

ON 

O 

NO 

OJ 

AJ 

c~ 

rA 

fA 

o 

IA 

On 

ON 

o 

ON 

© 

• 

IA 

A 

© 

LA 

VO 

-d- 

ON 

o 

ON 

A 

ON 

T— 

ON 

VO 

VO 

AJ 

x~ 

IA 

T" 

A 

AJ 

VO 

OO 

o 

VO 

o 

O 

o 

O 

o 

LA 

• 

w 

LA 

VO 

O 

o 

rA 

ON 

A 

ON 

ON 

VO 

VO 

AJ 

r" 

X— 

rA 

AJ 

OO 

VO 

(A 

o 

rA 

vO 

• 

o 

• 

AJ 

r- 

9 

LA 

oo 

o 

ON 

AJ 

o 

OO 

X~ 

ON 

ON 

m 

NO 

OJ 

r“ 

AJ 

..  -rz 

VO 



o 

o 

A 

LA 

AJ 

o 

LA 

• 

rA 

AJ 

OO 

• 

LA 

Q 

ON 

oo 

• 

-4 

x~ 

A 

On 

o 

ir\ 

OJ 

ft 

rA 

X- 

. ...rz 

A 

o 

LA 

o 

o 

LA 

LA 

X~~ 

o 

0 

AJ 

A 

• 

LA 

VO 

OO 

A 

O 

VO 

O 

A 

ON 

o 

LA 

o 

AJ 

r- 

A 

AJ 

X~~ 

-d- 

ft 

O 

LA 

LA 

X~ 

o 

LA 

• 

IA 

VO 

• 

IA 

LA 

ON 

e 

O 

O 

-4 

On 

r* 

LA 

IA 

T— 

X- 

r- 

r~ 

IA 

AJ 

A 

O 

O 

ON 

AJ 

rA 

o 

O 

O 

AJ 

A 

O 

LA 

LA 

! 

O' 

9 

OO 

x~~ 

On 

O 

LA 

-d- 

X- 

r— 

A- 

AJ 

r- 

T5 

>5 

to 

CD 

rH 

-P 

43 

-P 

•H 

rH 

•H 

•H 

rH 

-P 

£ 

-P 

05 

40 

-p 

cO 

a; 

CO 

to 

CQ 

-P 

Q 

C 

43 

43 

<D 

tp  to 

P 

r-v 

o 

3 O 

tp  -p 

-P 

>> 

o 

tp 

Cp  to 

CD 

•H 

♦«n  CD  I 

O P 

cO 

O 43 

rH  -p 

S CD 

o w 

O CD 

-p 

-p 

4)  • 

•H 

« ^ 

-P 

CO  *rl 

-P 

to 

bO 

CO  CD 

cO 

<p  tfl 

P PQ 

d) 

P P 

C rH 

-P  cO 

P 43 

P cO 

a to 

rH 

O 3 

<D 

43  T3 

<D  «H 

P CO 

3 K 

CD  -P 

CD 

3 

3 

O 

43  CD 

-P  3 

43  43 

CD  -p 

CO 

43  CO 

43  rH 

CD  P 

Ph 

* 

E > 

p p 

E 

-P  P 

Cp 

E 4) 

E rH 

-P  o 

o 

o 

3 -H 

•H  O 

3 

CO  o 

c 

3 Q 

3 cO 

cO  v— ' 

Pl, 

z i 

1 

S3  pl 

PQ  w 

z; 

s s 

M 

| 

*5 

2 

Q 

(8) 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  MONTH  OF  OCCURENCE 




MEASLES 

INFECTIVE 

HEPATITIS 

SALMONELLOSIS 

January 

_ - 

1 

February 

March 

: 

1 

April 

1 

May 

June 

21 

1 

July 

14 

August 

9 

September 

October 

1 

November 

_4 

December 

TOTAL 

46 

2 

1 
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1 \ : 

NUMBER  OF  ALL  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE 
DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1970  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX. 


Arv 

1 

INFECTIVE 

HEPATITIS 

SALMONELL 

OSIS 

Under  1 

M ! 

F 

TOTAL 

M F 

TOTAL 

M S F 

TOTAL 

i 

j 

J 

j 

i 

1 - 

2 ; 

1 

1 

- j 

"| 

2 

2 - 

2 1 

3 

5 

< 

1 

- 

3 - 

1 i 

? 

6 

7 

L_. 

t 

4 - 

i 

7 | 

5 

12 

\ 

5-9 

18 

2 

20 

1 

1 

\ 

i 

10  - 14 

* 

. 1 

1 

15  - 24 

i 

25  - 44 

' i 

j 

j 

44  - 64 

...  - - - 

1 

1 

3 

r~ 

65  and  over 

1 

I 

i 

Age  unknown 

— 

: 

i 

! 

j 

_ — L. 

i 

TOTAL 

30 

16 

46 

1 ! 1 

l 

! 

j 

i 

! 

2 

1 

1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

MA] 

1ES 

FEMA 

LES 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  on 
the  Register  at 
31 st.  December 

o 969 

15 

3 

1 

5 

24 

No.  of  cases 
added  during  the 
year 

- 

“ 

" 

- 

- 

No.  of  cases 
removed  during  the 
year 

2 

- 

- 

2 

No.  of  cases  on  the 

Register  at 

31st .December  1970 

13 

3 

1 

5 

22 

Of  the  two  cases  removed  from  the  Register,  one  was  notified 
as  having  recovered,  the  other  moved  to  another  area. 


1 

CASES  ADDED  TO  THE  REGISTER 

CASES  REMOVED  FROM  THE  REGISTER 

New  Notification 

Recovered  1 

Inward  Transfers 

Removed  to  other  areas  1 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  2 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  my  twenty-second  Annual  Report  since  ray  appointment 
as  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspector  in  May  19^9* 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1956 


Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Sewerage  and  piped  water  supplies  have  been  progressively  extended 
in  recent  years  until  there  are  now  only  eight  properties  not  provided 
with  water-borne  drainage. 

The  year  1970  was  the  first  full  year's  working  of  the  new 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Worlingham.  My  colleague,  the  Borough  Engineer, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Bromley,  M.I.M.E. , M.I.H.E. , is  responsible  for  its  operation, 
and  reports  that  apart  from  the  "ironing  out"  of  faults  inevitable  in  a new 
works  of  this  size,  it  is  working  well  and  treatment  is  resulting  in  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  effluent. 

One  does  not  need  to  be  a chemist  or  an  expert  to  detect  the 
improvement  which  has  been  brought  about . The  sewage  smell  which  at 
intervals  permeated  the  northern  part  of  the  Borough  for  about  a hundred 
years  has  been  removed,  and  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  water  of 
the  River  Waveney  at  the  former  point  of  discharge  is  not  only  apparent  in 
laboratory  tests,  but  can  readily  be  seen® 

Water  Supply 

Piped  water  is  available  to  all  except  eight  houses  in  isolated 
positions. 

Water  is  supplied  by  the  East  Anglian  Water  Company  from  bores  at 
Barsham,  about  one  mile  outside  the  Borough®  ^t  is  a modern  works, 

opened  in  1955  and  incorporating  all  the  latest  techniques  in  water 
purification. 

The  Council  and  its  staff  have  received  the  fullest  possible 
co-operation  from  the  Water  Company® 

The  following, in  the  form  asked  for  by  the  Department  of  the 
Environment,  has  kindly  been  provided  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  K.B. Clarke 
Esq.,  B. Sc. (Eng),  A.M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  M.R.S.H.,  F.G.S. 
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EAST  ANGLIAN  WATER  COMPANY 


163  High  Street , Lowestoft 


9th.  June,  1971 • 


Annual  Health  Report  1970 

(1)  The  water  supply  to  the  Borough  of  Beccles  is  obtained  from 
boreholes  sunk  into  the  chalk  feeding  the  treatment  works  at 
Barsham  and  from  Broome  Common.  The  treated  water  is  then 
pumped  to  the  reservoir  and  tower  at  South  Road,  Beccles. 

(2)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and  quality. 
A systematic  flushing  programme  has  been  undertaken  which  has 
prevented  any  repetition  of  the  troubles  with  discoloured 
water  experienced  in  previous  years. 

(3)  3*080  properties  are  fed  directly  from  the  public  water  mains 
and  a further  14  by  means  of  standpipes. 

(4)  The  Bacteriological  purity  of  the  water  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year,  regular  monthly  samples  being  taken  from 
different  points  in  the  distribution  system.  Copies  of 
typical  analyses  are  attached. 
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The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  varies  slightly  but  is 
normally  0.2  p.p.m. 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  B.  Clarke, B. Sc. 
Chief  Engineer. 


Lincolne  Sutton  & Wood  Ltd.  Clarence  House, 

Clarence  Road, 
Norwich. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water 
Cert.  No.  W 2277  Lab.  No.  9546/W  15th. January 

Sample  submitted  by  EAST  ANGLIAN  WATER  COMPANY.  197°* 
Collected  from  BECCLES  on  12th.  January  1970. 


Mark 

Colonies  per  Ml 
on  agar  at  37  C 

Probable  No. 
per  100  ml 

Additional 

Data 

Treated  water 
13  Ellough  Rd. 

24  hours 

48  hours 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Remarks:  for  Lincolne  Sutton  & Wood 

This  result  is  very  satisfactory.  „ , p y 
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THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 


Thresh  House,  Verulam  Street, 
Gray's  Inn  Road,  LONDON,  W.C.  1. 


ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received. . . .Our  Ref.*...^5, 


From  EAST  ANGLIAN  WATER  COMPANY 
Labelled  South  Road  Stores  - Beccles. 


Basin  tap  - treated  water. 


dated  24.6.70.,  10.34.  a,m. 


Taken  by< 


Co  Perrett 


Bo  Sayer 


C .Perrett 


Witness. o.ooo.o. oo.oooo...  Signed. 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  MILLIGRAMMES  PER  LITRE  (ppm) 

Appearance. Clear  and  Bright 

Turbidity  (A.P.H. A. units. ) Nil 


Colour  (Hazen)  ..a.. ....3 

pH 7 « ^ 

Electric  Conductivity . ...... . 7^0 


Odour  Nil 


Free  Carbon  Dioxide. 20 


Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  l80°C.530 


Reciprocal  Megohms  per  cm. 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride.  71 


Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate .240 


Hardness  Total  ..............  370  Carbonate. . .240  ... .Non-carbonate. ... .130 


Nitrate  Nitrogen... 0.2 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen..........  0.00 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen.... 0.00 

Petals  .............  Copper..  0.40 

Iron,  zinc,  lead: 


Nitrite  Nitrogen.....  Absent 

Oxygen  Absorbed ..0.50 

Residual  Chlorine  ....Absent 


Absent 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 


^ 1 day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37  C 3days  at  20 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar  ( 1 per  ml. ..  1 per  ml 1 per  ml. 

Present  In  Absent  from  Most  probable  number. 


Presumptive  Coliform  reaction..... 

E.coli.(Type  1)  .................. 

Cl.welchii  reaction  


“ml  100.. ml 

“ml  ........ 100. .ml 

“ml  100.  .ml 


o o • • • o 


0 .. 

0 .. 


.per  100  ml 
.per  100  ml 


This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction 
slightly  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  the  trace  of  copper,  likely  to  derive  from  a copper  service  pipe. 

The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  considered  excessive. 

It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses.  The  trace  of  copper  in  the  sample  could  cause 
"green  staining"  under  dny  dripping  tajps  etc0 

7th.  July  1970.  Roy  C.  Hoather. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 


This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Borough  Engineer.  Collection 
is  weekly,  and  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  Marsh  Estate  of 
the  Council. 

Smoke  Abatement . 

There  have  been  no  complaints  of  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere 
by  smoke  in  the  past  year  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  nuisances  from  this 
source  are  a major  Public  Health  problem  in  the  Borough. 

Offensive  Trades 

A by-products  plant  in  the  Borough  has  been  tl^e  source  of 
repeated  complaints  since  its  establishment  in  1958.  Continuous  works 
of  improvement  having  failed  to  result  in  a state  of  affairs  acceptable 
to  the  Council,  they  refused  to  re-licence  the  premises  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

The  owners  appealed  to  the  local  Magistrates'  Court  against  this 
refusal.  On  receipt  of  an  undertaking  that  such  works  as  would  "completely 
and  entirely  remove  the  nuisance"  wpuld  be  carried  out  during  the  ensuing 
six  months,  the  Bench  directed  the  Council  to  issue  a licence  for  that 
period,  expiring  on  31st.  May  1971* 

Noise  Abatement 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  residents  of  nearby  houses  of 
a nuisance  from  a plastic  container  manufactory  due  Lto  excessive  noise.. 

The  Council  employed  consultants,  who  advised  that  there  was  a breach  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  as  amended  by  the  Noise 
Abatement  Act  i960. 

The  firm  accepted  and  implemented  the  recommendations  of  the 
consultants  and  present  indications  are  that  the  nuisance  has  been  abated. 

Bathing  Pools 

One  School,  by  the  generosity  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Association, 
has  provided  its  own  swimming  pool,  and  the  County  Health  Inspector, 

(R.E.  Law  Esq.,  F.A.P.H.I.)  who  visits  it  regularly,  reports  that  it  is 
maintained  in  a thoroughly  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Council  owned  swimming  pool  was  constructed  in  1959*  The 
following  description  is  included  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the 
Department  of  the  Environment. 

It  is  situated  in  Puddingmoor  by  the  River  Waveney,  near  the 
centre  of  the  Town,  measures  100  ft.  by  50ft.  and  is  3ft.  deep  at  the 
shallow  end.  There  is  a 12ft.  diving  pit  at  the  deep  end.  It  is 
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constructed  of  re-inf orced  concrete,  finished  in  blue  enamel,  with  a 
perimeter  scum  channel.  There  is  a footbath  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Pool,  and  spectators  are  separated  from  the  surround  by  a guard  rail. 
Electricity  and  mains  water  supply  are  available. 

The  Pool  is  filled  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  by  mains 
water  supply.  Treatment  is  by  filtration,  aeration  cascade  and 
break-point  chlorination,  with  chemical  dosage  of  soda  and  alumina 
to  control  pH.  The  water  is  changed  every  seven  hours  at  a rate  of 
524  gallons  per  minute.  'Topping  up'  is  from  the  mains  water  supply. 

A paddling  pool  for  young  children  is  provided  to  relieve 
congestion  at  the  shallow  end. 

New  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  h-,ve  been 
provided.  They  are  in  keeping  with  the  high  standard  of  the  other 
facilities  provided,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  changing 
accommodation  - the  only  remaining  legacy  of  the  former  Pool. 


HOUSING  ACT  1957 

Demolition  and  Closure  of  Unfit  Housing 

The  Council  negotiated  during  the  year  for  the  purchase  of 
four  unfit  houses,  with  a view  to  their  vacation  and  demolition,  and 
the  extension  of  an  existing  car  park. 

Representations  were  also  made  about  the  deteriorating  condition 
of  a further  six  houses,  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders.  At  the  request 
of  the  Planning  Authority,  the  houses  being  in  a Conservation  area, 
proposals  for  their  re-habilititation,  as  an  alternative  to  demolition, 
were  submitted. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  houses  has  been  dealt  with  in 
recent  years  Jinder  the  demolition  and  Closure  procedures  of  the  Housing 
Act,  and  it  can  be  said  that  the  worst  unfit  houses  in  the  Borough  have 
been  abolished.  The  very  generous  improvement  grant  provisions  of  the 
Act  have  made  it  economically  possible  to  restore  many  houses  which 
formerly  would  have  been  demolished,  and  the  emphasis  is  in  consequence 
moving  in  that  direction. 

There  is  in  my  opinion  a risk  that  an  enthusiasm  for  conservation 
might  in  some  instances  lead  to  the  perpetuation  of  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions  and  the  wastage  of  public  money  on  houses  which  would  be  far 
better  demolished.  Antiquity  and  merit  are  not  always  synonymous; 
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building  materials  do  not  last  for  ever,  and  some  structural  and  design 
defects  are  not  capable  of  being  remedied  by  anything  short  of  demolition. 

Council  Housing 

The  Council's  major  effort  during  1970  was  devoted  to  the  Tan 
House  sheltered  accommodation  for  the  elderly,  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  has  described  in  some  detail. 

Preparations  are  in  hand  for  the  building  of  a further  one 
hundred  council  dwellings  on  Peddar's  Lane  and  Rigbourne  Hill. 

The  Council  now  owns  817  of  the  3»023  houses  in  the  Borough  - 
well  over  one  quarter.  Almost  all  have  been  built  in  the  post  war  years 

and  are  of  an  up-to-date  standard  of  amenity  provision.  Proposals  are  in 
hand  to  modernise  the  few  pre-war  houses  which  are  not. 

Housing  Improvement 

The  Council  has  enthusiastically  supported  Government  policy  by 
making  Improvement  Grants  with  as  little  restriction  as  possible  and  public- 
ising their  availability.  Eleven  Standard  Grants  and  thirty  four 
Discretionary  Grants  were  made,  and  the  rate  of  house  improvement  has  averaged 
about  one  per  week  for  some  years. 

There  is  an  understandable  reluctance  on  the  part  of  many  elderly 
people  to  undertake  either  the  upheaval  or  the  expense  involved  in  modernis- 
ation but  with  this  reservation,  the  effect  has  beeh  to  transform  some  areas 
of  the  Town  which  were  becoming  somewhat  jaded,  and  could  have  deteriorated 
in  a relatively  short  time  to  the  stage  when  they  were  fit  for  nothing  but 
demolition. 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  filling  of  the  tin, bath  from 
the  washing  cpppei?, or  the  trek  upr  the  garden  to  the  distant  toilet  will  be 
memories  of  bygone  days.  Any  house  which  lacks  such  basic  necessities 
to  a civilised  life  will  surely  be  regarded  as  "Unfit  for  human  habitation". 

The  Council  and  Its  officers  are  determined  to  "speed  the  day"  in 

Beccles. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

At  the  request  of  the  Department  of  the  Environment,  I formally 
report  that  there  are  no  such  premises  in  Beccles. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMASEE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


The  Council  employs  a full-time  Rodent  Operator*  dealing  with 
nats4iiinioe*urabbi1}si$ipigeDasl?iwa§ppig£lie$  andx  o^her ; such,.peeta*r  . ,1: 

ge.is ,also  j available  for  the  multiplicity  of  miscellaneous  matters 
which  continually  arise  in  every  Public  Health  Department,  such  as  the 
unblocking  of  drains  of  indeterminate  ownership  and  the  investigation  of 
drainage  defects,  the  disinfection  and  disinfestation  of  premises.  Many 
such  matters  are  better  and  more  cheaply  dealt  with  immediately,  rather 
than  by  embarking  on  a long  and  often  inconclusive  correspondence,  with 
the  possibility  of  a continuing  Public  Health  hazard. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  ETC. 

Almost  all  food  preparing  premises  were  visited,  the  following 
being  a record  in  the  form  required  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment. 


Butchers'  shops  - 12 
Grocers'  shops  - 29 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops  - 4 
Public  Houses  - 17 
Cafes  and  Restaurants  - 15 


Poultry  Processing  Factories 

I formally  report  that  there  are  no  such  premises  in  the  Borough. 
Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough. 

One  is  a large  Abattoir  owned  by  a firm  of  international  repute, 
and  supplying  meat  not  only  to  all  parts  of  this  Country,  but  also  to  the 
Continent.  It  is  of  recent  construction  and  design. 

The  other  is  a small  local  slaughterhouse,  supplying  four  local 
butchers'  shops.  It  has  been  modernised  in  recent  years  in  accordance 
with  new  legal  requirements. 

Meat  Inspection 

Messrs.  Roe  and  James,  a local  veterinary  practice,  are  employed 
part-time  by  the  Council  exclusively  for  meat  inspection  duties  at  the 
Abattoir,  while  the  Public  Health  Inspector  deals  with  the  smaller 
slaughterhouse. 
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The  following  information  is  supplied  as  requested.  The  most 
significant  feature  compared  with  only  a few  years  ago,  is  the  continuing 
drop  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis. 

The  usual  qualification  must  be  made  about  the  figures  of  localised 
tuberculosis  in  pigs.  It  was  almost  invariably  found  in  the  sub- 
maxillary lymph  node,  and  the  condition  is  indistinguishable  from  coryne 
bacterium  equi,  except  after  a quite  impracticable  lengthy  laboratory 
examination. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  policy  must  be  ’’safety  first”,  and 
the  condition  treated  as  localised  tuberculosis.  For  this  reason,  the 
figure  is  prohably  grossly  over-stated. 


"1 

Cattle 

.. i 

Calves 

Sheep 

— 

Pigs 

Total 

No.  Killed 

8,624 

.. 

974 

f - 

144 

45,635 

55,277 

*Jo. Inspected 

8,624 

974 

144 

45,635 

55,277 
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• 1 1 *- 1, 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and  ICysticerci 


Cattle  Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

50 

24 

1 

! 

280 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

2519 

3 

- 

1872 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cysterci 

29. 7& 

2.7% 

0.67% 

4.7% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  c . 
condemned. 

2 

- 

- 

56 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

.002% 

- 

- 

.001% 

Cystercosis 

Carcases  submitted  for 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

f 

- 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. 

In  addition  to  the  meat  listed  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  about  300  items  of  various  foodstuffs  were  submitted  for 
inspection,  and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

It  was  disposed  of  in  a by-products  factory,  where  it  was 
subjected  to  such  temperatures  as  would  render  it  sterile  and  innocuous, 
and  converted  to  commercially  valuable  products,  such  as  fertiliser  or 
animal  feed. 

Dairies  There  are  three  dairies  in  Beccles. 

Two  are  large  pasteurising  and  bottling  plants  supplying  a wide 
area,  and  primarily  therefore  the  responsibility  of  the  Food  & Drugs 
Authority  - East  Suffolk  County  Council. 

The  third  is  a producer-retailer,  licensed  and  inspected  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


(20) 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  for  the  year  1970 
made  to  the  Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity: - 


1 

1 

] 

Total  Number  of 
Registered  Premises 
at  end  of  Year 

1 

Numher  of  Registered 
Premises  receiving 
one  or  more  general 
inspections  during 
the  year. 

Offices 

26 

14 

Retail  Shops 

80 

59 

Wholesale  Departments, 
Warehouses 

6 

6 

Catering  Premises 

8 

8 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

2 

TOTALS 

122 

89 

Number  of  Persons  Employed 

Offices  117 

Retail  Shops  3&9 

Wholesale  Departments,  24 

Warehouses. 

Catering  Establishments  49 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  9 

TOTAL  568 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

The  following  details  of  work  carried  out  under  this  Act  are 
in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and-Social  Security* 
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Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


Part  I of  the  Act 

1 , Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector). 


Number  on 

, % 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

l 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

i Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3»4,  & 6 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

- 

- 

ii.  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

49 

21 

1 

u 

iii. Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out -workers' 
premises. ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

50 

21 

1 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


v — 

Number  of  cases 

5 in  which  defects  were 

found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

prosecutions  were 
instituted. 

(6) 

(D 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer: 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

"ed 

By  H.M.  . 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(s.2.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

(s.3.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

,(b.4.) 

L 

- 

- 

(rs) 

t 

! 

- 
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-—[ 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

Number  of  cases 

found 

in  which 

prosecutions  were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

By  H.M. 

to  H.M. 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted. 

O) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 

floors 

! 

(s.6. ) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

(s.7.) 

a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- 

c)  Not  separate 

1 

— 

for  sexes 

1 . __  _ 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 

offences  relat- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

ing  to  outwork 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

i 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


There  were  three  outworkers  in  the  Borough,  all  engaged 
in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel* 

There  were  no  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the 
Council,  and  no  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises* 


June  1971 


(23) 


E.H.  CRANMER. 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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